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Vessel Operating Procedure

Use this template to define safe vessel operation for navigation, machinery,

watchkeeping, and emergency readiness.

Template Metadata

Field Details

Category Maritime & Shipping

Owner [Team or owner]

Version [Version number]

Effective Date [Date]

Review Cycle [Monthly / Quarterly / Annual / Event-based]

Status [Draft / In Review / Approved]

Purpose and Scope

Define vessel class, voyage type, operational limits, and responsible officers.

Item Details Owner Status

[Item or

requirement]

[Describe the relevant detail, evidence, or

decision]

[Owner] [Open /

Complete]

[Item or

requirement]

[Describe the relevant detail, evidence, or

decision]

[Owner] [Open /

Complete]

Notes

[Add context, assumptions, exceptions, evidence links, screenshots, calculations, or reviewer

comments.]
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Vessel Particulars

Capture dimensions, propulsion, cargo capacity, navigation equipment, and safety systems.

Item Details Owner Status

[Item or

requirement]

[Describe the relevant detail, evidence, or

decision]

[Owner] [Open /

Complete]

[Item or

requirement]

[Describe the relevant detail, evidence, or

decision]

[Owner] [Open /

Complete]

Notes

[Add context, assumptions, exceptions, evidence links, screenshots, calculations, or reviewer

comments.]

Watchkeeping Requirements

Describe bridge and engine room watches, handover, log entries, lookout, and fatigue controls.

Item Details Owner Status

[Item or

requirement]

[Describe the relevant detail, evidence, or

decision]

[Owner] [Open /

Complete]

[Item or

requirement]

[Describe the relevant detail, evidence, or

decision]

[Owner] [Open /

Complete]

Notes

[Add context, assumptions, exceptions, evidence links, screenshots, calculations, or reviewer

comments.]

Navigation Procedure

Cover passage plan, ECDIS checks, pilotage, restricted visibility, anchoring, and traffic separation

schemes.
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Item Details Owner Status

[Item or

requirement]

[Describe the relevant detail, evidence, or

decision]

[Owner] [Open /

Complete]

[Item or

requirement]

[Describe the relevant detail, evidence, or

decision]

[Owner] [Open /

Complete]

Notes

[Add context, assumptions, exceptions, evidence links, screenshots, calculations, or reviewer

comments.]

Machinery and Deck Operations

Document engine start, fuel transfer, ballast, mooring gear, crane or hatch operation, and permits.

Item Details Owner Status

[Item or

requirement]

[Describe the relevant detail, evidence, or

decision]

[Owner] [Open /

Complete]

[Item or

requirement]

[Describe the relevant detail, evidence, or

decision]

[Owner] [Open /

Complete]

Notes

[Add context, assumptions, exceptions, evidence links, screenshots, calculations, or reviewer

comments.]

Emergency Controls

Include muster, fire, flooding, man overboard, pollution response, and master notification triggers.

Use maritime terminology and clear officer responsibilities.

Item Details Owner Status

[Item or

requirement]

[Describe the relevant detail, evidence, or

decision]

[Owner] [Open /

Complete]
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Item Details Owner Status

[Item or

requirement]

[Describe the relevant detail, evidence, or

decision]

[Owner] [Open /

Complete]

Notes

[Add context, assumptions, exceptions, evidence links, screenshots, calculations, or reviewer

comments.]

Review and Signoff

Document review conclusions, approvals, unresolved items, and next review date.

Role Name Date Notes

Preparer [Name] [Date] [Notes]

Reviewer [Name] [Date] [Notes]

Approver [Name] [Date] [Notes]
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